&) china’s 46 Smoke-Free Cities with Enforcement Ratings

&) Key Takeaways

. Enforcement
City Law Coverage Scope .
Rating
Indoor public places,
Beijing workplaces, outdoor
queues
. Indoor public places,
Shanghai
transport, some outdoor
Indoor workplaces, public
Shenzhen P P
transport, parks
Indoor public places,
Hangzhou KKK
transport
Indoor public places,
Chengdu PARAGAS
transport
. Indoor public places,
Xi'an e e
transport
. Indoor public places,
Qingdao P @Ok
transport
Indoor public places,
Suzhou DAQAQAS
transport
Indoor public places,
Shenyang PARAGAGAS

Only ~46 cities have comprehensive smoke-free laws that meet WHO standards.
Enforcement is strongest in Beijing, Shanghai, and Shenzhen, where fines, signage, and

public reporting channels are active.

Tourist-heavy cities like Xi’an, Hangzhou, and Chengdu have laws but suffer from weak

enforcement in hospitality sectors.

Cultural resistance and lack of staff training remain major barriers in many cities.

transport

Notes

Strongest enforcement; active
hotline and fines.

High compliance in upscale venues;
visible signage.

Pioneering city; includes outdoor
bans in sensitive areas.

Scenic zones better enforced;
nightlife venues often violate rules.

Tourist sites comply; restaurants
and hotels inconsistent.

Museums comply; local eateries
less so.

Coastal breeze helps; enforcement
varies by district.

Gardens comply; old town areas
weak enforcement.

Cultural resistance; poor
enforcement.



City

Kunming

Xiamen

Ningbo

Lijiang

Tianjin

Nanjing

Changsha

Harbin

Dalian

Zhengzhou

Hefei

Jinan

Wuxi

Law Coverage Scope

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Enforcement
Rating

TR

YR

VAQAS

IR

1AQ G

TR

TR

1AQ G

1AQ G

TR

TR

AR G

1AQ G

Notes

Tourist zones better; local venues
often ignore rules.

Island city with growing wellness
tourism.

Industrial city with improving
enforcement.

Old Town enforcement is poor;
boutique hotels vary.

Enforcement improving in business
districts.

Museums and hotels comply; local
eateries less so.

Enforcement varies by district.

Cold climate drives indoor smoking;
some progress in malls.

Coastal city with moderate
enforcement.

Enforcement weak in local
restaurants.

Some improvement in public
buildings.

Enforcement varies; better in
hospitals and schools.

Boutique hotels comply; nightlife
venues don't.



City

Fuzhou

Nanchang

Changchun

Lanzhou

Urumgi

Yinchuan

Hohhot

Guiyang

Haikou

Sanya

Zhuhai

Zhongshan

Foshan

Law Coverage Scope

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Enforcement
Rating

TR

WKW

1AQ G

IR

IR

TR

WKW

1AQ G

1AQ G

TR

TR

AR G

1AQ G

Notes

Enforcement improving in tourist
zones.

Weak enforcement; signage lacking.

Some progress in government
buildings.

Enforcement minimal.

Cultural resistance; weak signage.

Some enforcement in hospitals and
schools.

Enforcement weak; public
awareness low.

Tourist zones better; local venues
inconsistent.

Island city with improving wellness
tourism.

Resorts comply; local eateries often
violate.

Border city with moderate
enforcement.

Enforcement varies by venue type.

Some progress in malls and
hospitals.



City

Dongguan

Baotou

Xuzhou

Luoyang

Wenzhou

Taizhou

Yangzhou

Zibo

Huizhou

Weihai

Law Coverage Scope

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Indoor public places,
transport

Enforcement
Rating

WKW

WKW

1AQ G

IR

1AQ G

TR

TR

1AQ G

IR

TR

Notes

Weak enforcement; signage lacking.

Minimal compliance.

Some enforcement in public
buildings.

Enforcement poor; retaliation
reported.

Boutique hotels better; local
venues weak.

Enforcement varies by district.

Tourist zones better; signage
inconsistent.

Some progress in schools and
hospitals.

Weak enforcement; public
awareness low.

Coastal breeze helps; boutique
hotels comply.

CN Is There a National Law Against Indoor & Public
Smoking?

Technically, no—not yet. China does not have a single, unified national law that bans smoking
in all indoor public places. Instead, it relies on:

e The Tobacco Monopoly Law: Requires smoking to be “prohibited or restricted” in
public places and transport—but it’s vague and lacks full coverage.



e MOH Implementation Rules: Prohibit smoking in 28 types of indoor public places
(e.g., hospitals, schools, government offices).

e Subnational Regulations: Over 250 cities have local smoke-free laws, and 46 cities
meet WHO’s comprehensive standards3.

So while there’s a patchwork of laws, China lacks a national, 100% smoke-free mandate like
those in countries such as the UK or Australia.

® Why Is Enforcement So Poor?

Even in cities with strong laws like Beijing or Shanghai, enforcement gaps persist due to:

o Weak penalties: Fines are low and rarely issued.

o Limited inspections: Few resources for monitoring venues.

o Cultural resistance: Smoking is deeply normalized, especially among men.

e Venue non-compliance: Restaurants, hotels, and transport often ignore rules unless
pressured.

o Retaliation against complainants: As you’ve experienced firsthand in Luoyang,
speaking up can provoke hostility.

¢ Smoking Culture & Etiquette in China

Yes—this is a major factor. Smoking in China is not just a habit; it’s a social ritual. Key cultural
dynamics include:

o Offering cigarettes = respect: Especially from elders or superiors. Refusing can be seen
as rude or antisocial.

e Group smoking = bonding: Among men, especially in business or rural settings.

e Smoking = masculinity: Still widely perceived as a sign of toughness or status.

o Low awareness of thirdhand smoke: Many people don’t understand the lingering risks
in indoor spaces.

This etiquette creates a powerful barrier to smoke-free norms. Even when laws exist, social
pressure overrides legal compliance—especially in informal or family-run venues.

Source: Microsoft Copilot on 4™ September 2025.



